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Use your book to complete notes on the objects below.

Begins on      M
ay 10, 1775       .

Come join us in the fair city of  

Philadelphia_         
         

  ________.

For the purposes of 

1. Preparing to fight a war against  

the British         
         

         
         

       

2. Appointing a man to lead the  

Continental Army        
       

       
 .

3. And perhaps to declare      in
dependence       

from Great Britain.

Written by              T
homas Paine                

   

January   1776                
                

                
  

Fellow colonists! You should read this 

booklet because it’s common sense that

Invitation to the  

Second Continental Congress

Common Sense

4

3

2

5

July    4    , 1776Delegates of the   Continental Congress     

will approve the    The Declaration of 

Independence  .
On this day we will commit     treason    , 

a crime punishable by death. 

Arrange to quickly send copies of the 

document to each    colonial    government 

and to the     Continental army   . 

Approving the  

Declaration of Independence

Common Sense
addressed to theINHABITANTS of AMERICA

by Thomas Paine

A letter to my wife

Dear Wife,

My esteemed colleagues at the Second 

Continental Congress have asked me to write 

    a declaration of independence   .  I’m only

       33        years old.  Certainly there are men 

more talented than I.  When I’ve finished  

my draft, I’ll show it to             John Adams             

and       Benjamin Frankln        , who are also 

members of my committee.  We should approve 

it some time early in the month of         July        .

   Your loving husband, 

           Thomas            
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In the space below, rewrite the five excerpts of the Declaration of  
Independence in simpler language.

Sample answers:

1. When people break away from a country to form their 

own nation, they should explain why they are doing it.

2. We think these ideas are obvious. All people are equal 

and they have rights that cannot be taken away, such 

as the right to freedom and the right to live a happy 

life.

3. Governments are formed to protect people’s 

rights. People give the government its power. If the 

government is not protecting their rights, people can 

change the government.

4.  Great Britain has repeatedly interfered with the 

rights of the colonists, and it has ruled the American 

colonies unfairly. We present these facts to prove our 

arguments to the world.

5  We are now an independent nation. The colonies are 

no longer loyal to the British king and all connections 

between Great Britain and us have ended.

The Declaration of  

Independence
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